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'Best of the North }

The search for superlatives

The winners are....

Focus on Up Here readers’
top Northern shots

Caribou Quest

| 08
I: IJH ‘" “I One man’s journey to

| find the caribou
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Peak Experience

Ihe icebergs of the Arctic beckoned as | sought a new kind of dimbing adventure

he ceberg's summit sparkled like a sapphire as |
|5 T up irowem ms [eCT h JPSkTL WEEY LB 128 b Ihe sil
houette rose high into the doudless blue sky, offsettnng
the blimding white snow of the stillirozen inlet. | scanned the
sl horizon of the Arnctic Owcean and the snosscovered moun-
tains that fenced in bath sides of the passage hepween v
anid Balfin Bland, To the east, [ could (1 k out thee floe edge
whiere the koe was slowdy receding and narwhals were E[AECATINE
{owr the LRI bheeak-u i I comild have staved b IREEr adminng
the view, but the winds were packing ugs as my oorm panions and
I mrared the peak of thas craggy e mounain W needed o
pick usp the pace ihwe were going (o reach the top
1 was the SN ool 000 sl 17l Dhiwwers v P Inder wiky oy

BY LEAHAM
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Fricrnhs B Mason and Samon Baker intem on AgH v skills Id
sharpened ke climbing in the south b the challenge ol woetongs
el Baflan Iakand i the High Arcisr. Risa, Simon anad 1 believed
oo exgpedition o be the first ol 5 knd since coeamon of the e
poary ol N umanan in ".|H|| VEEEE, Every o o vy 0, 00 wiss A forss ol an
tther kind. While 'd been climmbing e for 10 veass and hesl been
o thee At several e, [ fever oormabeecd] Uhe CAPETICTION
Rims, Simon and | knew, however, that Pond Inket was an
ideal location for our advennere, &n BRI Lhat was cor-
firmed thie sl L COITIETEA DY .|:.||.H'.|Il:1|.I|'III|I'.:||IZ||I 1N
dlirmw off o _|'|||||.|'|-_ As the Haneker Saclclbey cancbed Poaicl Tnlet

— knewry tradigomnally as Sirdimatalbik

wee coalel s Lo =

iceheng in the bay that begged for the bite of oaur ropses and

PICKSON



crampons. [t was a tempeting sight. but we
had miker I".il'l:l..

After Banding, we lashed our gear to koe
enitiles pualled by spovwrmohiles and serek ot
on the sea ke, We tnvelbed oud of (own,
stitlying innumerable kchergs along the
way, hefore finally seitling on a iwering
specamen Al 40 kalonmseines oul. We were
close 1o the fhoe edge, bt not wo chose we
were in danger of the ioe breaking and camy-
ing us oust 1o sea. We set up base camp be-
hinad a protective mocky outcrop and began
i g thee eyt sliermathve rowtes oo ihe
summmik. Ross tinkered with
his gear while Samon, who
hmell clirmbeee] rock bt never
ioe, sudied with growing
excitement the challenges
thiait Ly b u,

In fmcn, we wene s
Ik CXCTCnNoe an inonic
twist in the world aof ke
climbing: although it ap-
e exoted, scaling Arctic
iceberg b safer and easier
tham traditional waterfall
or froeen mun-afl climb-
ing. The reason is simiple.
Soinlhemn climbsers ane se-
customeesd to what is con-
sidered “technical ice,” &
texmm that indicates Fragile
wor reduining special skills
o safely scale, Technical
e i always  seasonal,

ithe thamsanids of vears, chie ouner sisrface of
an ieeherg warms during the short May-
June climbing seasen, softening the exte-
riar o create strong holds that can be easily
andd reliably placed. The only provise in
thiz experence is that the icebeng muss be
gronmled. A free-loating locheng can fip if
srcicns break off under ihe surface of the
waler anel change is centre al gravity.

Beearing thess Bects in mind, Ross, Simon
and | stepped across onso a bedge off our ice
berg and followed it vl encoemtering the
first obstache, & 10-metre rise of vertical ice
that hal 1o be scabod before
we s b remch thee tall walls
ol fee behbnd, As | seamed
up, I meerveled @i thie exoek
bemt conditions, The day
had warmsed and the sun
seat divwn on us. The out-
side of the koe on the berg
was s, while & few con-
timetnes below the mirface
the ice remained hardened
roam thomsands of yesurs of
glacial pressure.

LChmbing e must be
done in 3 methaodical pro-
gressson invohing three sc-
cuire contact poins of the
haneds amd feet hefone mios
g e Fomimth, A b e in
ech hand I.I'I'I‘l'qﬂﬂ'lm
pons on both feet must be
meethadically placed inio

“ﬁﬂu |nrﬁ |h.||:|n ah fiew The ﬂum}k{ﬁ“hh the ice. In a ﬁ;ihmir pat-
mesnvihs « and, there- BCET) — Fwinkg AfbeT SWing,
Fure, delicave, Chimbang a on the l‘i'ﬂ':_ﬂ'ﬂm Jq,ﬁ. kick afier kick — the axes
frozen :"m"m] in On=  fiale n_lfhu cendtmelres and crampons ane frmby
tars, lor example de- s planied as the diimber res
snids . ot - The - Tieht befowr the surface theice [ o o

armoainil of lonoe. Llse b remained .iu:r;ﬁrnﬂf O this iceherg, it was
mach and large pieces of thirill 1o effonbesly exper
1oe mmary break off. Uise poge -ﬁ["m thotsards qlf_j'ﬂln ende the constant rthythm

liinle andd the wmods will o

of sucoesshul placerens of

Fald thee climbeer’s weighi.

There are sweel spols for southern
climbers, areas of ior that are miot joo solt or
e Biritile, bat developing the ability bo
fired them s a hardsason skill.

An lerherg in the Arctic s compdetely
diffeErent froam a froeen wateriall, A frosen
wakerfall i bemporary and usually under-
laiin by rock or water An icrhﬂ:g. o the
other land, is Beerally a mountain of solid
ice calved from ancient glackers in Green-
lamel. Beesidles strsctural stability boilt over

of glacial fressure.,
f my hands and feer. How

clifferent this was from the broken rhvihm
and mubiple ancmps neocsary o se
curely place a campon or axe when ice
climbing in the south, This was a fantastic
way b0 enjoy the Arctic summer and there
conehil not possibly be a bemer environment
to ke climbe The combination of amaring
scenery, 3 lemgtly ascent and ideal condi-
tions were a climber's dream.

I free-climbaed g the sop wall and doove
im am ice screw, which served ae sn anchor

MALN, Gradae Drokes, kif, aml Bow Masem sbop bhe ioberg. ABOVE: Simen Bak, fronf, and Maws
ok Bt ey up he mamine werbery, Photss by Grakam ki,
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SUNRISE CABINETS AND VANITIES

ARE DESIGNED WITH YOU IN MIND

® NORTHERN MANUFACTURER OF KITCHEN
CABINETS AND BATHROOM VANITIES

@® CUSTOM AND POSTFORM
COUNTERTOPS

@® KNOCKDOWN CABINETS

SUNRISE CABINETS & MILLWORK LTD.
110 Gateway Dr. Enterprise NT XOE OR1

Call or fax for estimates & Quotes!
Phone: (B67) 984-3615 Fax: (B67) 984-3703
E-mail: sunrise@cancom.net

S B Yellowiriy beings you tamou
Sttty Bt ality with The Coneenience
and soanomTy youl M o 10 Expit
froen the Super B tarniy

Cir ransd-reev Sb-room hotel b clowe o

shopgang, family dirdng and 2l the great
ULHooTs yOu Ever imagined.

Aren’t you glad
we're here for you?

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

(867) 669-8888

Igaluit Fine Arts
" Studio

i,

Saiwar” Silbscroem Pring 7 x LF
rrmaing Araleyiek

Rebail sales Sculpiure
Prints Jewelry
Art cards -I'shirts

Thenmezs Weheber
and] Hiden Wekwsler

Hox 7ol iquiun NT, Cansdts, XOA OFK)
Tel (BET) 9795748
Fax (867) 9795092

c il webstor@#nunanct.oom
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DESTINATIONS
1o, s
through which a safety rope could be
thiremibed for Ros and Simon 1o follose. We
were quickly over the hump and our climb
it Ul rwan.

Afier popping up and over the first ver-
tical e, we foundd oursebves inside 2 sfun-
ning glactal valley completcly invisible
fromn the onsside. A AS-degree long chase
5 mectres across and 300 mctnes down ox-
peited eo the boroms of the valley where
broken ice revealed open waler. As ices
bergs Moot through the open ooean, waler
eais wway al the underside 1o form mar-
webons hidden shapes. Eventually, the con-
[T § q:l’-lu-..-.rhul.;_qn md thee iceberg I'|i||r-._
thereby rotating theese maythical fommmations
ot of the waner. We Founad cnarsebves stanad-
inig im the midst of thess u'ulpmnlrl Carv=
ings that had been formed underwater
aroer maonths, I ot years, Along the wp of
the valley were karge castledike spires that
apperared as fime crystal wath the sunlight's
s plercing through

Affter an easy traverse across the chute,
we had 10 make another pisch 1o reach the
meext belige of ice, Thie climb wp this vertical
faoe ranged from 30 o 153 metres depend-
finngg wpeony et B ety thne chiuine woe woneld
g before siarting. Alihough we had been
warm in the sum when starang, we boumnd
i ves pnow in the cold dark shadows of
the chute. The dropping temperamne ths
e e :nrr'mlir'lp: inctor in determans
g the route we woudd choose. Oince up on
the first magor bedge of the icebeng, we had
am unrivaled view of the frozen ooean, sur-
roameling moumiains and deep walley of e
erbaws. Thee grhare froem the whabe ooean oon-
irasting with the choudless blse shoy o=
duced an overwhelming beeling of ran-
apuitlivy. ey, solinsde and e,

Although we had cne more pitch o go
i resach the vop o the summal we hac o
retpirn carlies than i'lﬂ.mnﬁl bercanise of a
Trisaingg serew in e of SEmon's crampons.
We knew thay tee climb down can ollen
ke longer than the way up and that we
sheoulel stop for the dary becinse of the dam-
aged equipmen

Nonetheless, we returmed the next day
o scale the other side of the locheng, which
was & contimemis Mdegree slope 1o the
towp. Afier b pibches amd about X metres.
o ropse, we reschied (he Anal summinand
jovously surveyed the surrounding vistas,
which were o bevome indelibly imprinaed
in our memsries. We were truly on top o
thee workd, both Bguratvel and liveralb as
W l'_H_'I_'IrII HAL KR the Froeen wiorbd fronm
this masrmmoth crystalline bee cube. 3§



